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Farms are extensively managed and lend themselves to the production of sheep meat, wool and beef grazed on natural pastures.

The Falkland Islands
Government (FIG) has
approved measures to help
maintain a well-populated and
sustainable community in
Camp (the local term for the
countryside)  following a
review of the Islands' rural
economy.

The proposals complement the
Department of Agriculture's
(DoA) ten year business plan:
to help farmers run profitable
businesses that can compete
on world markets; and address
Camp residents’ concerns over
transport links, fuel and land
costs.

Sheep farming and the export
of wool provided the mainstay
of the Falklands economy until

the introduction of the fishery
conservation zone in 1987.
The sale of fishing licences is
now the main income source
for the Islands.

However, sheep farming
remains the major form of
land use and the Islands’ 88
farms cover approximately
1,140,500 hectares of land
which carries around 600,000
sheep and 5,000 cattle.

In total £1.7 million has been
allocated in the 2006/2007
Budget for direct and indirect
support to the Camp
community.

The new measures include the
potential for funding of labour
on farms worth up to £3,000

per annum per farm to assist in
the payment of maintenance
work such as fencing, pasture
improvement and  major
building development projects.

The transportation costs of
bringing wool to the capital
Stanley, for overseas export,
will also now be supported.
This benefit is estimated to be
worth £50,000 to the Islands
farming community.

A year's 'holiday' from interest
on mortgages through FIG

or the Falkland Islands
Development  Corporation
(FIDC) has also been

introduced as of 1 July 2006.

Councillor lan Hansen said:
“Farming families are under

Japanese Fashion Inspired by Falklands Wool

Japan’s 2006 autumn /
winter men’s fashion
collection will feature
tweed jackets made from
pure Falklands wool.

The jackets, which are
being marketed by the
world famous Woolmark
Company, will be sold at
over 500 major menswear
stores throughout Japan.

They will proudly show off their
origins with a specially
designed swing tag describing
the Falklands and the incredibly
soft, “snow-white” wool fleeces
the Islands produce.
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extreme pressure but we are
committed to assisting them
where possible in order to
secure the long term
sustainability and growth of
our rural economy.”

These one off measures will be
reviewed in a year, by which
time it is expected that the
DoA’s long-term investments in
sheep genetics and pasture
improvement, as well as better
transport links, including the
introduction of regular ferry
crossings between East and
West Falkland, will have
impacted positively on farm
income.

For more information visit:
www.agriculture.gov.fk



creo





creo



