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1.0 Purpose 
 
To put the Public Accounts Committee (Amendment)(No 2) Bill 2010 before Executive Council 
for consideration. 
 
2.0 Recommendation 
 
If Executive Council agree that the amendment should be made, that the Public Accounts 
Committee (Amendment)(No 2) Bill 2010 be gazetted and be considered at the October meeting 
of the Assembly. 
 
3.0 Summary of Financial Implications 
 
None 

 
4.0  Background 
 
4.1  Executive Council gave approval in February 2010 to the introduction into the Assembly, 
under a certificate of urgency, of the Public Accounts Committee (Amendment) Bill.  The Bill 
dealt with two amendments to the Ordinance: giving the Public Accounts Committee a limited 
power to enter into contracts, and enabling it to sit in private unless it was taking evidence from 
a witness. 
 
4.2  When the Bill was introduced at the February Assembly meeting, MLA Roger Edwards 
moved a Motion that the clauses relating to the second part of the Bill (sitting in private) should 
be deleted.  After a debate, the Assembly voted in favour of the Motion by five votes to two.  So 
the clauses were deleted.  A copy of the debate is at Annex A. 
 



4.3  On 12 July the chairman of the Public Accounts Committee wrote to Members asking them 
to reconsider.  The letter is at Annex B to this paper. 
 
4.4  Members have considered this request, and have agreed to the amendments being 
resubmitted to the Assembly. 
 
4.5  This Bill, in very similar terms to the previous text, does that.  The text is at Annex C. 
 
4.6  There is no legal bar to this going to the Assembly again; whether the Bill should be 
reintroduced a matter of six months after the Assembly voted to remove them from the Bill is a 
matter of policy for Executive Council. 
 
4.7  On the one hand, the requirement that currently exists for all meetings to be ordinarily held 
in public is difficult to justify; Executive Council was convinced by the arguments that were put 
forward in February for putting the original Bill before the Assembly, and even though the 
clauses were then removed from the Bill by the Assembly, the logical justification for making 
the change seems as strong now as it was then.  The Treasury support the change being made. 
 
4.8  On the other, it does seem very odd for the matter being placed before the Assembly again 
so soon after it was rejected by the Assembly.  What justification could Members give for their 
change of mind?  Moreover, the Public Accounts Committee has held very few meetings since it 
was established, and repeated tinkering with legislation is to be discouraged.  The argument that 
it would be better to review matters after a longer period of time has passed, possibly as part of a 
wider review of the working of the Public Accounts Committee and the Ordinance, has some 
force. 
 
5.0  Financial Implications 
 
None 
 
6.0 Legal Implications 
 
None 
 
7.0  Human Resources Implications 
 
None 
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A BILL 

 
for  

 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
To amend the Public Accounts Committee Ordinance (No 11 of 2009). 
 
BE IT ENACTED by the Legislature of the Falkland Islands ⎯ 
 
1.  Title 
This Ordinance is the Public Accounts Committee (Amendment)(No 2) Ordinance 2010. 
 
2.  Commencement 
This Ordinance comes into effect on publication in the Gazette. 
 
3.  Amendment of the Public Accounts Committee Ordinance 
This Ordinance amends the Public Accounts Committee Ordinance. 
 
4.  Section 16 repealed 
Section 16 is repealed. 
 
5.  New section 18A 
The following new section is inserted above section 19 — 
 

“18A.  Hearings ordinarily to be open to public 
(1)  Meetings at which the Committee is hearing evidence are to be open to the public, except 
as provided in section 21. 
 
(2)  The secretary is to give at least three clear days’ public notice of — 
 

(a)  the time and place of each meeting that is to be open to the public; and 
 
(b)  the fact that the documents mentioned in subsection (3) are available for public 
inspection at all reasonable times during office hours, at the office of the secretary. 
 

(3)  The secretary must, from the date of the notice, make available for public inspection the 
statements, reports, background papers and other documents that are to be considered at the 
meeting while, in the secretary’s view, it is likely to be open to the public.” 



6.  Section 21 amended – Exclusion of public 
In section 21, the words “or considering” are repealed in both places where they appear. 
 
7.  Section 31 amended – Orders 
(1)  This section amends section 31. 
 
(2)  In paragraph (b), “19(1)” is repealed and “19(2)” substituted. 
 
(3)  In paragraph (c), “19(2)” is repealed and “19(3)” substituted. 
 
 

__________________________ 
OBJECTS AND REASONS 

 
This Bill would amend the Public Accounts Committee Ordinance (No 11 of 2009) to reflect 
issues that have arisen since the Committee began its work and to correct two minor cross-
referencing errors. 
 
Currently, section 16 of the Ordinance provides that all of the Committee’s meetings are open to 
the public, subject only to limited exceptions under section 21. 
 
It is proposed that meetings of the Committee at which it is hearing evidence should remain 
open, still subject to slightly amended exceptions in section 21.  On the other hand, it is proposed 
that other meetings (at which it might, for example, be considering administrative matters or how 
a particular investigation or particular hearing should be conducted or drafting its reports) should 
not routinely be open. 
 
Clause 4 would repeal section 16, which contains the existing provision that meetings of the 
Committee are to be open to the public. 
 
This would be replaced, under clause 5, with a new section 18A providing that (subject to 
section 21, as amended): 
 

(a)  meetings at which evidence is to be heard are to be open to the public; and 
 
(b)  documents (to include statements) are to be made available to the public if they are to be 
considered while a meeting is likely to be open to the public. 

 
Clause 6 would make a consequential amendment to section 21. 
 
Clause 7 would correct two minor cross-referencing errors in section 31. 
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