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A new Constitution for the
Falkland Islands was
adopted on 1 January 2009
after almost ten years of
discussion and negotiation.
The Constitution was agreed
by the UK Government and the
Falkland Islands Government;
all Falkland Islanders had an
opportunity to discuss and
comment on it at all stages
before it was finalised.   

The Falklands have
developed considerably,
both economically and
socially, since the previous
Constitution was introduced in
1985 and the new Constitution
reflects this. The Islanders'
right to determine their own
future has been reinforced,
as self-determination is now
embedded in the main body
of the Constitution. The
Constitution enhances local
democracy, while retaining
sufficient powers for the UK
Government to protect UK
interests and to ensure the
overall good governance of
the Territory. 

The Constitution provides for
greater transparency and
accountability through the
creation of a Public Accounts

Committee and a Complaints
Commissioner, and the Human
Rights chapter has been brought
up to date to bring it into line
with international agreements.

In line with other UK Overseas
Territories, the Legislative
Council will now be called the
Legislative Assembly and
Legislative Councillors are now
Members of the Legislative
Assembly.

The new Constitution makes
much clearer Assembly
Members’ responsibility for
most domestic policies and
that, in general, the Governor
will now have to abide by the
advice of the Executive
Council on such matters.
However, the new Constitution
will also enshrine a power for
the Governor not to act upon
Executive Council's advice
"in the interests of good
governance", or in relation
to external affairs, defence,
internal security, the
administration of justice,
audit, and management of
the public service.

See page two for a personal
view on the new Constitution
by The Hon. Mike Summers
OBE.

Falkland Islands Gain
New Constitution

The Department of Agriculture has established links for
Falkland Islands farms to join an internationally recognised
organic certification scheme through the Biological
Farmers of Australia. The scheme will support and
enhance the industry’s diversification efforts and it is
hoped that the overall effect is an increase in farm
profitability, since the premiums paid for organic wool and
meat should more than cover accreditation costs.

Ten Falklands farms have registered so far to convert their
farm production units to organic status and it is hoped that
40% of Falkland Islands farm land will have organic status
by 2011. The Falkland Islands’ remote location, temperate
climate and traditional farming methods provide an ideal

setting to develop organic
produce.

For further information, visit
www.falklands.gov.fk
//Agriculture.html and
www.agriculture.gov.fk.

Falklands Farms Go Green

21 Years of Representation at
Party Conferences

In September 2008 the Falkland Islands Government (FIG)
celebrated its twenty first consecutive year of attendance at
the Labour and Conservative Party Conferences. FIG is one of
the longest standing exhibitors at the Conferences. This year
Sukey Cameron MBE, the UK Representative, was joined on
the Falkland Islands stand by The Hon. Ian Hansen.

FIG was congratulated by the Prime Minister, Rt. Hon
Gordon Brown MP, for its continued support of the Labour
Party Conference. At the Conservative conference the
Falklands stand occupied a prime site and was used as a
back drop for several news reports. The MoD flights to the
Islands particularly attracted the attention of Rt. Hon David
Cameron MP, with RAF Brize Norton being in his
constituency.
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Members of the Legislature involved in negotiations

Rt. Hon David Cameron MP, Leader of the Opposition, meeting
FIG Representative Sukey Cameron MBE and The Hon. Ian
Hansen at the Conservative Party Conference
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Highlights of the Constitution
Our right to self-determination
is now firmly embedded in
the main body of the
Constitution and demonstrates
both our and Her Majesty’s
Government’s mutual resolve
to adhere to the explicit
terms of the UN Charter
on the right to self-
determination for all
peoples. This principle was
further endorsed by the
United Nations Fourth
Committee (special Political
and Decolonisation) on 20
October last year. 

The Constitution also further
advances internal self-
government by requiring

HMG’s Governor to consult
our Executive Council on all
matters to do with the Islands,
and to accept that advice
except where HMG's other
international obligations
may take precedence in
international affairs and
defence, or the administration
of justice, the independence
of the police or other good
governance issues may

The New Constitution; Coming
of Age for the Falkland Islands
by The Hon. Mike Summers OBE, a Member of the Legislative Assembly

The Hon. Mike Summers OBE,
a member of the Legislative
Assembly

Members of Council discussing the Constitution with representatives of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office

This month sees the introduction of a new Constitution for the Falkland Islands. It is a significant
milestone for our community and we are justifiably proud of what it represents; a further
strengthening of our democracy and internal self government and confirmation of our inalienable
right to decide our own future. And our decision, lest anyone need reminding, is to remain British.

require. This may look like a
long list of exclusions, but to
Islanders themselves, it’s not. 
Falkland Islanders have
freely exercised their right
of self-determination on
numerous occasions by
clearly indicating their wish
to remain British. This new
Constitution re-states our
right to decide our own
future and enhances our
powers of self-government.
Surely no one who supports
democracy and civil rights
can oppose this?

Enhancing Democracy
The new Constitution makes
provision for the setting up of
a Public Accounts Committee
whose responsibilities will
include oversight of the public
accounts and such other
functions as may be ascribed to
it by law, and for the function
of Complaints Commissioner.
Each of these new institutions
will enhance democratic
accountability and enhance
the rights of the citizens.

A Footnote 
The new Constitution has been
an enormous undertaking

involving hundreds of hours
spent in discussion and
reviewing multiple drafts -
and thousands of miles
flown to attend those
meetings. My thanks,
therefore, to my colleagues
of the Falkland Islands
Legislature (past and present)
who took part in the process
and the many members of
HMG who worked with us on
this project of momentous
importance in a positive and
co-operative spirit.

For more information on
the new Constitution, visit
www.falklands.gov.fk/assem
bly/The_Constitution.html

Islanders’ Views
"I believe the new

Constitution 
re-states our desire

to remain British
and will allow the

next generation of
Falkland Islanders
to decide their own

future."
Zoran Zuvic, 

a Falkland Islander 
studying in the UK

Islanders’ Views
“ Moving to the

Falklands was a leap
of faith for us, seeing
the constitution move

forward like this proves
it was the right choice”

John Clifford
Falklands Resident

Islanders’ Views
“The recent recognition

by the UN of our right to
self-determination was
incredibly important for
us all.  It gives us a

sense of security, a true
feeling of belonging

and above all peace of
mind in knowing that we

have by law this
fundamental right

enshrined in our
constitution.”

Samantha Brownlee, 
a Falkland Islander 
studying in the UK
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F o c u s  o n … Renewable Energy
The Falkland Islands’ location necessarily means that imported fossil fuels are expensive to use, so the
Falkland Islands Government is taking advantage of the one source of energy that is cheap, green and in
plentiful supply – wind power.

Since 1996, the Government has been investing in a forward-thinking and environmentally friendly policy
to increase its use of renewable energy supplies, such as windpower, and working with the Falkland
Islands Development Corporation (FIDC) and consumers to develop the renewable energy grant scheme.
This scheme continues to help the Islands move towards sustainability, as well as protecting the unique
environment of the Falklands.

Urban Wind Power
In 2006, the Falkland Islands Government unveiled
proposals for Sand Bay Wind Farm, located near the capital,
Stanley, and the first phase of the project has since proved
highly successful. The installation of three wind turbines
resulted in the displacement of 20% of the Stanley Power
Station’s annual fuel consumption. 

Phase Two of the Wind Farm has recently been approved
and will consist of three further turbines and three flywheels
(flywheels are used to store the energy generated by the
turbines). The supply and installation of this additional
equipment is expected to double the present output. The
most significant impact of Phase Two will be the reduction
in the amount of diesel used on the Islands, thereby
reducing costs and minimising the environmental impact.

Renewable energy, especially wind
power, is important for islands, such as
the Falklands, for the following reasons:

• Fuel costs are higher because of the
expense of transportation.

• Islands tend to have higher wind
speeds.

• Small power stations are not as efficient
as large ones.

Island Energy

• At a recent European Union
seminar, the Falklands were named
in the leading group of Overseas
Territories in terms of the
percentage of electricity produced from
renewable resources.

• Phase Two of the Sand Bay Wind Farm
will consist of three further E33 Enercon
turbines and three flywheels.

• FIG envisages up to 40% of power
generation from wind turbines by mid
2010.

• Whilst hydro electricity trials have been
undertaken, the Islands’ rainfall is too
low to provide an effective source of
power.

• With more sunshine hours than the
South of England, solar power is used
for electric fencing on some farms.

Rural Wind Power
Farms in the Islands used to rely solely on
diesel generators for their power but this was
expensive and only provided electricity for a
few hours a day. Farmers realised the potential
for harnessing wind power and today, with
funding assistance through FIDC, 85% of
farms have 24-hour power from renewable
sources.
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Falklands Energy Facts
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